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Israel, South Africa and Taiwan will

3 Nations to B

soon begin joint production of strate-.
gic cruise missiles—small, pilotless

Jets that can hug the ground to evade
enemy radar and deliver nuclear war-
heads 1,500 miles away. = - E
- US. intelligence agencies -have

‘known Tor years that the three nations .

were working . together on: nuclear
weapons development. But the addi-
tion of cruise missiles to their arsenals

drastically alters the worldwide “bal-

ance -of " terror.” Even. the "Soviet
Union is considered to.be at least five
these -
At )\'}.'

supersmart weapons. - - L7 -

triumvirate’s new missile capability
means that Israel—which already has
a stockpile of 200 or more nuclear
bombe®—can deliver warheads - from
its own backyard to any of its Arab
enemies in the Middle East, and even
deep inside the Soviet Union.
South: Africa could annihilate tar-
gets anywhere in the southern part of
the continent, and increase the effec-
tive range of the missiles by launching
them from aircraft.“Taiwan would be
able to destroy Peking and other

cities in mainland China from secure

. . ment in Britain.

Intelligence sources told my\as.soci-
afs Ron McRae that Drasl, Tomeen.

- and South Africa probably hoped to -

. the ‘three nuclear partners—three

egin Cruise Missile Project

- installed on a single truck and hidder,

ready to go, in an. ordinary garage,

- This, in fact, is precisely what the

United States plans to do with its -
cruise missiles earmarked for deploy-

B

produce and deploy their cruise miS‘-r-;gg,jz -—and that several years down the !
“siles in secrecy. None of the three has™

even admitted having nuclear weap-

ons, and they have taken extreme .

measures to keep the outside world
from learning their secret. In 1975, for

, VAR it example, the Israelis fired on an
~'In cold, hard geographic terms, the ~ Am

erican spy plane that got too close
to their nuclear facilities, and South
Africa expelled the U.S. ambassador,
William Edmondson, last year when a
hidden camera was discovered in the
belly of his private plane.

Monitoring of the joint nuclear pro- |
gram was given high priority, and last
year an American spy satellite re-1
corded a mysterious flash in the In-
dian Ocean off South Africa. From
this and additional evidence—includ-
ing radio intercepts and reports on
the- movement of technicians among

U.S. intelligence agencies concluded

naval vessels far out tosea. ..
The beauty of cruise missiles from a
military standpoint—particularly for .
countries surrounded or numerically
overwhelmed by their enemies——is .
that. they. need- not be'deployed in*
highly visible sites that are vulnerable
to attack. Four cruise missiles can be

-, that the flash had been a niuclear test.
A White House panel decided that |

the evidence was inconclusive, but for
some reason the independent panel
was not made privy to everything the
intelligence agencies had gathered to
corroborate their view that it was a
nuclear blast. - - h i

.-The‘?dis::dvéfy that an Israeli-South

. side the national security community.

s have not ‘been told. The legislators, .
“who have assumed that the .only |

African-Taiwanese cruise missile is 3
imminent has not been reported. out- 1

Even senior members of Congress

threat of an end to our cruise missile
monopoly was from the Soviet Union' '
‘road—will have some hard questions. -
to ask about this unsettling develop-
ment., oo e i ‘: :
- Footnote: An official at the Israeli.
embassy said that Israel “will not be'l‘

et

the first to introduce nuclear weapons
in the Middle East.” A South African
spokesman insisted that his govern-
‘ment i3 “not involved in the prod-

* uction or development of nuclear.;
- 'weapons.” A representative for ‘the:!

iTaiwan government had no comment.
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